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-1 liousands of American consun~rs have already expressed their opposition to the FCCs adoption ofa 
"lxoadcast flag" I am writing to join them As a user of open-source software, adoption of the broadcast flag 
will niean I ani unable to receive digtal  television broadcasts on my computer 

Adolmiy: the Inoadcast flag will make the FCC stand for "Federal Computer Control" whch is outside its 
pioptli iole It is not the FCC's place to effectively choose the software licenses or computer operating systenlz 
tlwt coiislmiers must use in order to watch digital television broadcast on their computers. 

Adtlitiormlly, acloptlon of the broadcast flag will ham innovation Many users of opn-source software are 
computer progainmers and "tmkerers" who work to improve the software. Thelr contributions and constant 
innovation is what makes open-source soflware able to conlpete in the marketplace 

Ihe Ixoatlcast flag rule advocatetl by the MPAA will ban wen-source inlplementations ofVSB and QAM 
niodillators and deniodidators. preventmg opm-source programmers from mnovating in field of tligmd 
cIIl~~IIIluIicatioii \ :  technique.; iiwl by television 

\lost Americans assunied that when television bzcanle digtal, viewers would be able to do more with 
television progmmung, not less. Without innovative new products and flexibihty in the ways consimiei-s ale 
able to watch TV, consumers will be less inclined to invest in the equipment to view digital television 
Therefbre, the broadcast flag is likely to slow adoption of digital television in addition to makulg it illegal to 
watch digital television on a computer irsing open-source software. It IS for these reasons I urge you to 
III oiiiote the digital television transition by opposing adoption of the broadcast flag. 

\1ncrtely. 

hidrew G. Blown 


